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On Irish Grand Jury Presentments. 



Tun SELECT COMMITTEE iippointod to consider what 
Provisions it may be expedient to establi.sU for regulating 
the Grand Jury Presentments of Irelmul, ani who 
were directed to report the same, with their Observations there- 
upon, from time to time, to The House ; Have agreed upon 

the following REPORT: 

Y our Committee having proceeded to examine the several 
matters referred to their consideration, are of opinion, that a Bill 
.should be submitted to Parliament, for consohdatmg and amending 
certain of the Insh Road Acts ; 

That in order to relieve Grand Juries, at their several Assizes in 
Ireland, from the great pre-ssiire of business, it is expedient that provision 
.should be made for separating the Civil ii'om the Criminal bu.sines3 at 
Assizes ; and that for such purpose, the Gitind Pannel of the respective 
Counties .should be called over, and tlic persons who are to servo upon 
the ensuing Grand Jury at the Assize.s, should be selected and sworn, lor 
the due execution of the Civil business of the respective counties, a fixed 
number of days immediately preceding the Commission Day of each 
Assizes; which body, so selected, should be empowered to consider and 
dispose of the several applications for Presentments for levying Public 
Money within their districts, in like manner as Grand Juries at A.s, sizes 
are now empowered to do, with such modifications, nevcrtlicless, as 
may be thought advisable : 

That a meeting of Magistrates, possessed of a qualification of £..300 
per annum fee simple estate, or £.500 per annum leasehold property, 
should be held at the General Quarter Sessions of the Peace in the 
month of January in every year, in each district of the several coimrics, 
according to the divisions under the Assistant Barrister s Act, to examine 
tlie applications for Presentments to be submitted to the ensuing Gnmd 
Jury and that such Magistrates .should be sworn to the due execution 
of such duty ; that all Affidavits for grounding Presentments for Public 
Works, .should be made at such Se,5sions ; and that .such applications only 
for Presentments as shall bo approved by the Magistrates assembled at 
sucli Sessions, should be laid before the ensuing Grand Jury : 
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That any person who resides as Agent on the estate of any Absentee 
proprietor of lands within a county which produces not less than fn e 
thousand pounds per annum, shall be deemed. qualKied, although he 
may not himself possess freehold or leasehold properly : 

That there should be a Surveyor of County AVorks attached to each 
.county, and that no person should be appointed to .that office, who shall 
not have passed an examination before a Board of Civil Engineers in 
Dublin, and have obtained a, certificate. of his qualification to discharge 
the duties of his office; the appointment of which Board of Civil 
Engineers should be vested in the Lord Lieutenant : 

'J’hat the County Surveyor should have all the powers now vested in 
Conservators ; which office of Conservator should be abolished : 

That the County Surveyor should be required to attend to all mattew 
relating to the Presentments submitted to Quarter Sessions or Assizes., 
and be present on these occasions : 

That the Surveyor of the County should examine and audit the 
Accounts for Public Money expended in each barony, at a meeting of 
Justices in such barony, and .that such accounts and vouchers should be. 
verified by the affidavit of the Overseer at such meeting, attested by two 
Magistrates, who should sign such Jurat respectively in presence of each 
other ; notice of such accounts and affidavits being intended to be 
offered to such meeting, having been previously posted at the usual 
places of posting notices in such barony.; and that such affidavits and 
accounts, so audited, should be delivered to the Secretary of the Grand 
Jury, to be laid before them previous to the ensuing Assizes; 

That the validity of the securities of Treasurers and Collectors of 
Public Money in the several counties, should he investigated and ap- 
proved by His Majesty’s Attorney General, or other competent legal 
authority, before they are permitted to enter on the execution of their 
office ; and that such persons should enter into recognizances to the 
Crown for the amount required by the Grand Jury ; and that provision 
should be made, that no act of insolvency should take effect, so a.s to. 
exonerate such 'J'reasurers or Collectors; and that no High Constable 
should be permitted to be a Collector ; 

That Collectors should not in future be removable without cause., 
shown and allowed in open Court before the Judge : 

That all Public Officers belonging to the several counties should be 
remunerated for their Services by a specific. Salary, in lieu of all other 
emoluments : 

That Provision should be made to enable such Grand Juries of Counties, 
as may think it advisable to have their Public Money lodged in and 
issued from the Bank of Ireland, under provisions similar to the mode 
acted upon in the County of Dublin. 
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Your Committee are of opinion, That it would be most material, so 
soon as may be, to devise a proper mode for rendering the Assessments 
upon the different denominations of Land as equal as practicable, 
and making those Lands liable to Assessment which are at present 
wholly exempt ; but that a Measure of so much delicacy and importance 
should be the subject of a separate Enactment, and the Committee will 
immediately proceed to digest some measure upon the subject. 

21 Ma\j 181G. 
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